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Lutherans Approve Gay
Unions, Ordination

Brothers and Sisters,

In late August the Evangelical Lu-
theran Church in America approved ordina-
tion of non-celibate homosexuals and bless-
ings of “unions” between monogamous gay
couples. The ELCA is the third mainline
denomination to take this step, following the
United Church of Christ and the Episcopal
Church.

Even though homosexuality has
been the most divisive issue in American
Protestantism for forty years, I've never ex-
plained my stance on the issue at Parkmin-
ster. | ought to. My hope is that if | clearly
and gently state my belief it will enable oth-
ers to do likewise, especially if they dis-
agree.

In truth, | regret that homosexuality
wins more attention in the Church than
other social issues | consider more pressing
such as war, poverty, and the environment.
But the chaotic sexual mores of our times
are dangerous both to society and to indi-
viduals, so they too deserve attention. Sex,
though a complex and emotionally delicate
issue, is by no means a private issue; it pro-
foundly affects the public good. So despite
ridicule from scoffers, Christian leaders like
me are obligated to think and teach clearly
God's revealed will on the matter.

It ought to be said at the outset that
scripture addresses heterosexual morality
far more than it addresses homosexuality.
But | have discussed heterosexual morality
at various times before; my focus here is

homosexuality.

In my twenties | joined a
mostly-gay church in Rochester. Later
| became the only straight person on
the pastoral staff of four. At that time |

felt that gay rights was the next wave
of progress for our society. One rea-
son for my opinion was my gay and
lesbian friends; many seemed interest-
ing and likeable, not dysfunctional and
confused. Too, the AIDS epidemic
generated such suffering for gay peo-
ple that it seemed rather heartless to
judge them.

Two things happened to make
me re-consider what the bible clearly
states about homosexuality. The first
was the behavior | began to see at that
church. A teen confided that he had
been seduced by an elder (who when
confronted saw nothing wrong with his
behavior); men who claimed to have
forsaken the gay lifestyle | saw
“cruising” on Durand Beach; physical
abuse between women; and other sad
and lurid things. | do recall a couple
that | sensed was faithful, but gradually
| came to see there was a great deal of
darkness and hypocrisy going on, and
it was never challenged from the pulpit.

| told myself: “You shouldn’t
judge the behavior of people who have
been so oppressed”. Still, an ache
was growing inside me, though | de-
nied it for some time: | just didn't see a
love for Jesus at that church. That's a
subjective thing to say; others would
probably have screamed “But it's all
around you!”. My point, though, is
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Due Date for the
NOVEMBER
Parkminster Life is
October _12th !
(earlier is welcome)




that my spiritual feelings led me to question my
moral opinions. And | discovered firstly that my
opinions about homosexuality were in conflict with
scripture. | read Romans 1:21-32 and had a
“between the eyes” experience. | saw that | had ig-
nored God's word, and indeed, had thought my
opinion superior to it. It was a time before | really
trusted the bible.

| realize some people have the opposite ex-
perience: they start out assuming homosexuality it
wrong, until they meet a gay couple and think: “I like
them. | think we could be friends”. Too, parents of
children who practice homosexuality also often
change their opinion. So loyalties can make this
issue even more complex.

But the core question concerning both ho-
mosexuality and corrupt heterosexuality is this: who
gets to define what love is? Here | quote from the
blog of a gay pastor from Holston Presbytery named
John Schuck:

“And the bottom line for me is | really don't
care what the Bible or Reformed Theology
says about this or that or if its opinion on
this or that is presumptuous enough to tell
me how to live my life. | can make my own
decisions. | am impetuously autonomous
and an incorrigible smarta_ _.”

“Impetuous” is right: John claims to know more than
the bible, more than 20 centuries of Christian teach-
ing, and more than the vast majority of today’s
Christians. Then again, | once made the same
claim and judged those who thought otherwise as
religious Neanderthals.

But | was wrong.

We are used to defining love by what we
feel. For those who think themselves gay it may
feel impossible to not be attracted to the same gen-
der. What then? The feelings of a teenage crush
are equally strong. Does that mean it is love? Or
what about my former family member who said to
his wife “I just don't love you anymore; goodbye”.
Should we accept that as grounds for divorce?
What about the more extreme cases of polygamy,
pedophilia, and bestiality? (There are actually politi-
cal organizations that advocate for acceptance of
each of these practices.) What logical reason is
there for forbidding these? Our feelings of revul-
sion? “No”, says an advocate, “your revulsion is
mere homophobia”. And so we are encouraged to
define love according to our subjective feelings.

The Lutheran Church says now that
“monogamous” gay unions are acceptable. By what
authority do they make such a truth claim? Majority
rule? Public opinion? The experience of gay peo-
ple? These are all slippery slopes. It took me time
to learn to trust this, but | concluded that only God
can say what love is. If we assume that authority,
the door to sexual chaos opens.

At the same time we should be honest with
ourselves: many Christians base their moral choices
on similarly sloppy thinking. For them, it's not about
what God's word says, it's about what | feel and
want. To which Jesus cries out Why do you call me
“Lord, Lord,” but not do what I tell you? (Luke 6:46).
So the challenge for evangelicals is to be consis-
tently biblical.

Part of being consistently biblical is showing
hospitality to outcasts and mercy to sinners. So...
why we don't have more gay people at church?
Probably they opt out when they discover our stance.
Or they assume they will be disliked by us. But |
dream that we’ll be so attractive with Christ's love
that gay people will come anyway. After all, rates of
exodus from homosexuality are amazingly high (see
the statistics | provide elsewhere in the newsletter).
When people find true love... they go through
changes. We should trust this.

There may be a reason to discuss this sub-
ject from the pulpit in the future, but for now I've cho-
sen simply to write about it. One reason is that the
topic is both explicit and potentially jarring for a wor-
ship setting. Another reason is that before preach-
ing | would want to arrange a format for dialogue.
One such format for discussion would be e-mail. If
you want to add your thoughts, | welcome them at
pastor.fritz@frontiernet.net

I have written on this topic because | think it
is a responsible way to treat a controversial topic.
We will always have controversies on this side of
heaven; but as Christians we ought to be able to dis-
cuss them biblically, charitably, and constructively.

Pastor Fritz



Parkminster Fall
Work Day

Saturday Octobér'loth
9:00 am — 3:00 pm

Everyone is encouraged to come
and fellowship together as we
spruce up the church grounds and

building

Lunch will be provided!
Join us for dull or partial day of:

Paint Projects, Repairs, Cleaning U

Branches & Debris, Give the Garder

a Final Weeding & Cutting Back,
and more!

Bring your rake &
garden tools.

Mark Your
Calendars Now

IS

HAITI MISSION TRIP

For anyone interested in the February
Mission Trip to Haiti, there will be an
informational meeting in the Church
Library on Wednesday, October 7 at
7:00 PM. This is for ANYONE interested
in the trip. Please make sure not to miss
out. A few of the previous trip members
will be there to answer any questions
that you have! We will also be discuss-
ing what we will be doing and how to get
the ball rolling on this trip. Attendance at
this meeting does not necessarily com-
mit you to going, this is an informational
meeting only.
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JOIN US FOR
THURSDAY NIGHT DINNERS
At 5:45 pm

The cost is $6.00 per person /$20 per family
and everyone is invited!

You must reserve your spot by signing up
in the Narthex at the Sign Up Center.

(You do not have to par-
ticipate the other activities
on Thursday nights to join
us for dinner)
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We need 8 Men & Women
to sign up!
(you must be 17 or older)

All you need are some work
gloves and sturdy shoes.

We will be picking up trash
& debris

Along Pixley Rd.

GARAGE SALE

Save the Date (and Donations)!!!! o E
On Saturday, November 7 ™

Parkminster will be hosting a

giant garage sale open to the @amgz
community. All the proceeds Sals

from the sale will benefit the

upcoming mission trip to Haiti. We need your
help! We need donations of articles (listed below)
and also people to help organize, price, haul, and
manage the day of the sale. If you feel like you
could help out in any way, make sure to talk to
Nancy Longabaugh or Alex Banks or sign up on the
sign up sheet in the Narthex. THANKS!!

@ ltems Wanted:

Furniture, household Items,
( (( electronics, toys, sports equip
JIQE
=5l

ment, fall and winter coats, table

linens, tools, etc.
ltems NOT Needed:
Clothing, unusable or obsolete
electronics, analog televisions
(that now require a tuner box).

Men’s Chorus
Meets Mondaysin the Choir
Room(312)at 7:00 PM

Contact Jim Odmark for more
information.
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SUNDAY
SCHOOL
HAPPENINGS

10:30 Worship

Children’'s K—5
Sunday School starts
after the children’s
message.
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Parkminster Budget Summary

1/1/09 through 8/31/09

August Year to Date
Actual Budget Difference Actual Budget Difference
Income 18,650.59 18,062.50 588.09 135,871.27 144,500.00 -8,628.73
Expenses 14,808.00 17,872.84 -3,064.84 141,295.74 142,982.64 -1,686.90
Total 3,842.59 189.66 3,652.93 -5,424,47 1,517.36 -6,941.83

Session Update:
September 2009

Bob Auerhahn has resigned as deacon, his
duties will be shared by the other deacons

Session will open discussion on improving
the main sign on Chili Avenue.

Bob Jackson and Moody Johnson begin
Adult Sunday School from 9:30 to 10:15 be-
ginning September 13"

Thursday night dinners resume starting
September 24th dinners begin at 5:45.

Fall Focus “The Life You Always Wanted”
begins October 1% and will continue for 8
weeks. Connection groups on Thursday will
begin after cleanup for Thursday night din-
ners, and Sunday evening time to be an-
nounced.

Mentoring will begin October 1% and con-
tinue for 8 weeks.

Session approves a Haiti Trip for anyone
interested on February 13" to 20" 2010.

There will be a 'yard' sale to raise money for
the Haiti trip on November 7™.

DEACONS CORNER

Thank you to all of you who have participated
in another season of Tarry and Talk . Thanks
to all the deacons who hosted the punch tables
and thank you to all of you who stopped by
and lingered and talked with a cup of punch in
your hand. That’'s what it’s all about — a little
fellowship with the others here at Parkminster.

And now with the almost sudden

change in weather comes another

change — punch to coffee. The

punch bowl and cups have been

retired and the coffee carafes

and pots have been already put

to service for The Almost Eden Café . We
hope you are looking forward to this version of
Parkminster hospitality. Tom Doughty has
been single-handedly providing all that was
needed for the “café” since its inception. But
now he is moving on and handing over the re-
sponsibility to a few others who want to carry
on the ministry that he started. Unfortunately
we will have to start taking donations for cof-
fee. Coffee drinkers know how much Dunkin’,
Jitter's and Tim’s coffee costs. We are asking
you to drop a little of the cash you spend there
in our cup. And also please consider making
the coffee. Right now there are only 2 people:
Pat Romanowski and Phyllis LaFontaine.
Please see one of these people if you would
like to help out. With a little help, we will all be
able to carry on this time of “Coffee and Talk”.




Decorate the Church
for Christmas

Saturday,
November 28th

10 am—12 noon
Cider & Donuts

PRAYER CHAIN CONTACT :

Call Debbie Brown
594-4839, or if she is

not available, call Debbie
McClurg 247-2424 (8:30 am
—12:30 pm) 247-7087

(after 3:00 pm)

PARKMSTER LIFE PRAYER VIGIL
PAGE:

Contact Debbie M. in the church office to
put a request in the Prayer Vigil in the

Parkminster Life or Prayer Vigil Update in
the bulletin.
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Please correct or add the following
address in your directory.

CORRECTIONS & ADDITIONS
Tim Avery

86 May Street

Rochester, NY 14620

Barbara Bridenbaugh
100 Wind Willow Way Apt. 2
Rochester, NY 14624
585/571-4235

Jen Bova

3248 Union St. #3
N. Chili, NY 14514
1-716-753-0722

Ann Collins

6 Virginia Lane
Rochester, NY 14624
585/201-6509

Chris Loose
585/474-5450

Mindy Monk
585/319-5616

Marion Swierkos

(has moved out of town—if anyone has her
new address, please contact the church
office.

Copies of an updated directory
are available in the Narthex

(lower level, next to the
Welcome Center)




| would like to thank all of my Parkmin-
ster family for their caring thoughts and
prayers during this time of loss of my
mother—Sally Johnson. For all the ex-
pressions of sympathy | and my family
are truly blessed. My mother lived a
long active life with many accomplish-
ments. She went to be with the Lord on
Sunday August 30th, one day before
her 97th birthday. Again, thank you
Parkminster family.

Patty and Moody Johnson

Thank you to all the
people who have been
= painting outside at

church. They have
@ been working hard
scraping, repairing, & painting, from the
lower level up to the 3rd floor dormers,
& all the windows on the Chili Avenue
side of the church. It looks great!

Parkminster Church Leadership 2009
Church Staff
Pastor

Pastor Fritz Longabaugh

Youth Director Alex Banks
Administrative Secretary Debbie McClurg
Financial Secretary Lew Monk
Treasurer Patty Willit
Pianist Conrad Smith
Custodian lona Kuehn

Praise Band Director
Food Ministry Chef

Nancy Longabaugh
Scott Mattice

Elders (Moderator: Pastor Fritz Longabaugh)
2009 2010 2011
David Jackson Elsa Craig Jeff Willit

Steve Ecklund

Deacons (Moderator: Pat Romanowski)

Debbie Yestrebi  Sharon Montgomery  Barb Bridenbaugh

lona Kuehn Anne Gundry Pat Romanowski
Laurie Odmark

Trustees (Chairperson: Kallah Ecklund)

Horst Kuehn Paul Zengerle Scott McClurg

Kallah Ecklund

e

Pass out Welcome Folders to new visitors,
answer questions, & welcome people!

It is a commitment for just
4—5 Sundays a year

20 minutes before & 20 minutes after wor-
ship
Talk to Debbie McClurg, 247-2424.
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Facts About Homosexuality
(some of these need more recent research)

1. General

% of male homosexuals in U.S.: 2.8%

% of female homosexuals in U.S.: 1.4%

ED Laumann, et al, The Social Organization of Sexuality: Sexual Practices in the US,
University of Chicago Press, 1994

The American Psychiatric Association struck homosexuality from its list of psychiatric
illnesses in 1973.

Jeffrey Satinover, Homosexuality and the Politics of Truth,
Baker Book House Co, 1996

Pedophilia is over three times more common among homosexuals than heterosexuals.
K Freund, Journal of Sex and Marital Therapy, 1992

2. Number of Partners
Average number of sex partners over lifetime, heterosexuals: 4

Average number of sex partners over lifetime, homosexuals: 50
RT Michael, et al, Sex in America, A Definitive Study, 1994

43% of male homosexuals have had over 500 partners

28% of male homosexuals have had over 1000 partners
RA Kaslow, et al, Multi-Center AIDS Cohort Study, 1984

% of homosexuals (men and women) who are monogamous or “semi-monogamous” (less
than 10 partners): <2%
AP Bell, Sexual Preference, 1981

3. Monogamy
% of monogamous heterosexuals (meaning 100% faithful while partnered): 83%

% of monogamous homosexuals (meaning 100% faithful while partnered): <2%

ED Laumann, et al, The Social Organization of Sexuality: Sexual Practices in the US,
University of Chicago Press, 1994

In a study performed by two gay psychologists, 7 of 156 gay male couples studied were mo-
nogamous within 5 years; 0 of 156 gay male couples were monogamous after 5 years.
D. McWhirter & A. Matteson, The Male Couple, 1984



4. Health Risk

30% of gay male 20 year olds will be dead or have full-blown AIDS by age 30.
Odets, Clinical Psychiatry News, 1994

The life span of gay men is over 30 years shorter than heterosexual men.
K Freund, Journal of Sex and Marital Therapy, 1992

“Non-monogamous men who had unprotected sex in 1984 were more likely to practice that
behavior in 1988 despite intensive prevention education”.

LS Doll, et al, Journal of Sexually Transmitted Diseases, 1989

40% of gay males have unprotected sex.*

LS Doll, et al, Journal of Sexually Transmitted Diseases, 1989

*The author’s point in the last two statistics is that many homosexuals show a nihilistic attitude in prioritizing sexual
pleasure over life.

5. Research on Possible Genetic Link to Homosexuality

When one non-twin child is homosexual, another child will be homosexual 9.2% of the time
(this is above the national average of 1.4% and 2.8% of Americans). But that percentage
raises to 11% when a child is adopted.

M King and E McDonald, British Journal of Psychiatry.

% of identical twins where both are homosexual: 50%

% of non-identical twins where both are homosexual: 22%*
Bailey and Pillard, Genetic Study of Male Sexual Orientation, 1991

The author cited this study to make the case that genetic or inter-uterine factors may influence sexual orientation but clearly
are not the only factor at work.

6. Treatment

Success rate for gay men in treatment for homosexuality: 65%

Schwartz and Masters, “The Masters and Johnson Treatment Program for Dissatisfied
Homosexual Men”, American Journal of Psychiatry, 141

Success rate for treatment of homosexuals (average of 9 studies): 52%

Satinover, Homosexuality and the Politics of Truth,
Baker Book House Co, 1996



The Parkminster Family Email Group
is available to everyone attending Parkminster Chur  ch.
Would you like to receive general information, notification
regarding prayer, care, and concern requests, via email?
It is a great way to care for each other.

There is only one rule — Please be respectful of others and do hot
pass on any email chain letters, jokes, or mass emails.

Contact Debbie McClurg at Parkminster@frontiernet.net
if you would like to join our Parkminster Family em ail group!
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